Cancer Reply
While there are over 100 different types of cancers, like you mentioned in your post, researchers have identified several features that are common between all the different types, to get an in-depth understanding of the cancer disease in its entirety. Hanahan & Weinberg, (2011), identified six hallmarks, typical to all types of cancers despite the various mutations that they undergo separately. The first is that cancerous cells are characterized by sustained proliferative signalling, that is, cancerous cells continue to grow and reciprocate exponentially, contrary to normal cells(Prevarskaya, Skryma& Shuba, 2018). The second one is that all cancerous cells tend to 'outsmart' tumour suppressor genes, which are responsible for limiting the growth of cells. The third is that all cancerous cells can evade apoptosis, making them death 'resistant.' Fourth, all cancer cells portray replicative immortality, meaning they can replicate limitlessly. The fifth hallmark for all cancers is their tendency to induce angiogenesis, meaning tumours tend to 'pull' blood vessels towards themselves to ensure a steady supply of nutrients. Finally, all cancers tend to grow from their point of origin and attack neighbouring tissues (Hanahan & Weinberg, 2011).
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